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ADyANEN, A WiNDOW T0 HisToRY

Abyaneh is  village on the Natanz outskirts, 30 kilometers to the west of the high-
way linking Kashan to Isfshan. A red, ancient village with ochre
made ofcly,endlessnested allys, adiional costumes,vrious old structure
doors and windows with beautiful geometric shapes. Everything in this villge is 2
symbol of beauty. Abyaneh, the ed maseun of I, i 3 smll vilage with small
population and global reputation for ts inhabitants' S B
their knowledge of their history and their steadfastness in Y

stoms and traditions of their an
sealk around this village

ind s o e The vila
of stepped lleys and malti-floor buildings made of mud 4P
bricks, clay and wood, flaunts its exhilarating beauty that i

has been preserved for ages
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“The Harpak (HArpAk) Fire |
Unlike other structures that have mud brick walls and wooden celing, the temple
s made of stone and mortar and the ceilingis also made of stone. A dome on four
pillars, the Harpak Fire Temple, which is located on the vllage’ main alley, was

ly built during the Achaemenid era and saw its heyday during the Sassanid

peiod ltwas rebuil duingthe Sfavid e




EAT MOSQUE

“This mosque is one of the most beautiful
mosques built in Irans early Islamic ages. 1t &

coexisting with them could lso practice their

faith in the region,
The mosque has two shabestans (parts of
a mosque originally designed for a res

one forthe summer and the other for the win-
. The dates of 466 and 467 A.H. (1074 and

1075 AD.) carved on the mihrab and minbar
show that the winter shabestan, which has a
wooden floor and ceiling, dates back to the
Seljug period.

A one-meter-high wooden fence separates
the area into two parts - one for men and the
other for women,

Rosettes and surah Ya-Sin are carved in K-
ficscript on the miheab, while on the minbar,
which was last renovated in 1331 A-H. (1932
AD), there are lotus flower carvings and
Kufic inscriptions. The columns inside the
shabestan are walnut tree trunks, and there

Lilpthabiae s

oSl A B
‘The winter shabestan, which i in the north of the mosque,is linked to the summer
shabestan through a low wooden door.

‘The 180-sqm summer shabestan has 3 wooden ceiling with thick wooden columns
whose capitals have geometrically designed decorations. The ceilng itself has so-
called karkaspoush coverings, which are in the form of  vulture’s spread wings. The

period d
Quranic verses, was builtin 1311 A.H. (1932 AD.)
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GAu) Mosaue

The Hagjatgish Mosque
is located in the Zi

emsideis adjacent to a mo

tain. A small, older shabestan
th  porch overlooking the
mosque’s yard s also lo
in the southwestern side of
the mosque. The mosque is B
mainly built of mud brick, stone and logs, and it has
vwall. It exterior,made of perforated cresce: mud brick, has
et is  mandapa caled Takht.e-Mazageh (Takhti MAzagih),
which was built by Mashlls Sardar (MAshA AII&h SardA)infront ofthe mosaque.
inch villgers s  special place of worship

gypsum plas

The mosque s highly venerated by the Ab
ent years, a new Hosseiniyeh sas built north of the mosque. Like
rses from the Holy Quran, poems and inscrip-

onthe wooden planks of the

nd prayer. In rec
other mosques of Abyanch, there
tions of historical accounts carve
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Fistoric events, verses of the Hloly Quran, and poems are writt
are extensions,including a small room in front of the Ilkhanate-era bestn and s
balcony in front of the Safavid-era shabestan, which were buik i the southern part
of the mosque in the Qajar period. The mosque has four entrances in ts northern,

ern and southern sides. A 700-yeac-old tree is 10 meters across from the e

ucted in the Iikhanate era. The old mosque’s winter

habestan has alow g with plank o Thereare two apenings nts ling (i
the floor of the summer shabestan built in 1051 AH. (1641 A.D.) during the

vid era), which would allow sunlight in and ventilte the shabestan. On the eastern

of stucco s bult in

d

ack tothe year 701 AH. (1302 A.D

l

hich is carved in the Shekasteh Nasta"lig calligrap! e on the door. The sum
mer shebestan, which isstill frequented by worshippers, has a plank loor and ceiing.
To its western side under the sabat (sA bAt) (a structure roughly similar to crypto-
porticus) is  small old double-door dating back to 1051 AH. (1641 A.D).Scripts of

keeping the mosque warm in the cold season.
structed with the same tradi
tional features adjacent to the north of the mosque, and s linked to the mosque via

its northern door.




@_ABYANEH, A RELIC OF ANCIENT PERSIA
ZiARAT (ZDYARAT), AKA TiE E1s & Yasva (TsA QYAYAT Si
The shrine is located in the Payindch (PAyDndih) or Herdah (H

e HiNzA (HPNZA]

1) neighbor

hood in castern Abyaneh. It has several balconies and a veranda overlooking a green It s Jocated in the |
land beautiful Hinza valley,

s poola from the Dajabi which has a nice weath;
circulate. g Tkhanate era and was reno- e, under a block of
vated The shrine 1d mountain rock near the |

Hinza spring and qanat
The tdliey 58 (subterrancan;  undes
chitecture, which is
made of stone, mud
brcky wood bearme

ground aqueducts). The shrine was originaly built i the Safavid era i reverence to
the Hoschodof b Prophet Mobarmad (e B UponHi) The sructur has
a central yard. A p
and bricks, has a \ room and a storeroom
bk e e lic on ts astern comer,
while on the other cor.
ners there are balconies
on which passengers can
On the first floor
the northern

balcony level with the
ceilng of the tomb area.
On the southern wall,sit

shrine gives it aspectacu-
lar grandeur with its nat
ural patterns. The locals
have replaced the shrine’s
exterior old door with

tal one. The interior
wooden double-door was
also built recently




@ Apvanei,
Tisk KuaNaAl
Khangahisa building designed specifically for gatherings ofa Suf brotherhood, and
is 3 place for spirtual retreat and character reformation. Ab
Khangahs - one for dervishes and the other for commoners — that we
the reign of Shah Abbas I, the ffth Safavid king of Iran. Above the
of them there are extremely fine and attractive paintings, which are ascribed to re
nowned painter Reza Abbasi' pupils. This Khangsh used to be a three-story structure
in the past, but its owner lter demlished the third floor for easier snow plowing.
“The buildingwas constructed based on the Safavid Chahaar Soffch design (2 lat with
o o), Howeresthere e oy b gt el During the Safavid
tucco architectural decorations were commonly used on both the ordinary
peoplesbudingsandth lc alacesand architectres. Pantng o stucco bt on
s andellwasnot an ey ok, Tomake pinting i, the celngorwal

sture of
e s, v i
straw This layer was then
oated vith a layer of
wcco, which
covered with a

ing was frst drawn on a
paper, which was then

fore beingattached to the

wall or ceiling. Now the

perforated paper acted

like a stencil over which

coaldust was sprinkled in

order to a lay the pattern

on the painting surface. |
Red, blue and yellow

paints were usually used

in such paintings.
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The l’\l.\\\gmmma (PAIahAmUA) or Takht-
(Takhti HAmAn), which is docu-

Gomted im e st of h il The fort
gives a good view of the stepped architecture of
Al

north and Herdah (Hirdah) in the northeast of
elong to the Bala (BAIA) and Payin
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